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CAPABILITIES / LITIGATION

Appellate
Our clients turn to our Appellate attorneys

either to reverse a wrong from below or to

make sure the decision below remains in

place.

OVERVIEW

“The most important thing we can do for a client on an appeal? Win.”

— Mathieu Shapiro

Obermayer’s litigation attorneys are frequently retained by clients and lawyers to represent them in

appeals before both state and federal courts around the country. These include Pennsylvania’s

Commonwealth, Superior and Supreme Courts. More particularly, this also includes the U.S. Court of

Appeals for the Third Circuit, which is based in Philadelphia and has appellate jurisdiction over the

District of Delaware, the District of New Jersey and Pennsylvania’s Eastern, Western and Middle Districts.

Our Appellate team reviews a full lower court record with fresh eyes to understand how the appellate

court will see that record, to step away from the presentation below, and to frame the record in a way

that will be compelling to the appellate court. We do this both for cases we handled below and for cases

handled by another attorney in the first instance, where the client is ready to change direction.

Our Value

Obermayer’s Appellate attorneys appear regularly in many different appellate courts. As a result of our

years of experience, we understand how to see the record from the point of view of the appellate panel,

rather than simply repeating the arguments made in the lower court.

We also have substantial experience with Pennsylvania’s “King’s Bench Petition” procedure. That is, we

regularly persuade the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to take jurisdiction over a matter which ordinarily

would not yet be reviewed by the Supreme Court because of the case’s public importance.
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Our Clients

Clients seek our counsel to handle difficult appeals of lower court decisions in the federal and state

appeals courts of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and throughout the U.S.

EXPERIENCE

We obtained a declaration that the tax structure applied to casinos in Pennsylvania was unconstitutional. The decision

saved our client money and will change Pennsylvania law.

We represented a father, in a child support case, who shared physical custody of his children but was ordered to pay an

excessive child support amount. We appealed to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, who reversed the trial court’s order,

and changed the law in Pennsylvania on how child support is calculated for high-income parents.

We had a Superior Court panel affirm a decision for individuals which we will cheaply, efficiently and finally end a taxing

litigation with a neighbor over property lines and the construction of a small addition the neighbor erroneously believed

encroached on his property.

We had the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit affirm a District of New Jersey decision dismissing a breach of

contract complaint that involved the New Jersey Sales Representatives’ Rights Act, getting our client – a financial

institution – out of the case without discovery.

We have been asked by local government units to file amicus briefs in important, tax-related public policy litigation.

ATTORNEYS

Key Contacts

Mathieu J. Shapiro

MANAGING PARTNER

215.665.3014

mathieu.shapiro@obermayer.com

Melissa M. Blanco

ASSOCIATE

215.665.3097

melissa.blanco@obermayer.com

Jennifer Bruce

ASSOCIATE

717.221.1604

jennifer.bruce@obermayer.com

Thomas A. Leonard III

CHAIRMAN EMERITUS

215.665.3220

thomas.leonard@obermayer.com

William J. Leonard

PARTNER

215.665.3228

william.leonard@obermayer.com

Paige Macdonald-Matthes

PARTNER

717.221.1609

pmm@obermayer.com

Hillary J. Moonay

PARTNER

215.606.0755

hillary.moonay@obermayer.com

Matthew S. Olesh

PARTNER

215.665.3043

matthew.olesh@obermayer.com

Jean S. Scanlan

ASSOCIATE

215.665.3259

jean.scanlan@obermayer.com

Matthew E. Selmasska

ASSOCIATE

215.665.3243

matthew.selmasska@obermayer.com
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Leslie B. Spoltore

PARTNER

302.274.3062

leslie.spoltore@obermayer.com

Lawrence J. Tabas

PARTNER

215.665.3152

lawrence.tabas@obermayer.com

Edward M. Wild

PARTNER

267.742.3540

Edward.Wild@obermayer.com

RELATED CAPABILITIES

Child & Spousal Support

Commercial Litigation

Custody

Divorce

Domestic Abuse

Employment Litigation

Local Governments & Municipal Authorities

Mediation

Transparency and Public Data

https://www.obermayer.com/capabilities/practices/family-law/child-spousal-support/
https://www.obermayer.com/capabilities/practices/litigation/commercial-litigation/
https://www.obermayer.com/capabilities/practices/family-law/custody/
https://www.obermayer.com/capabilities/practices/family-law/divorce/
https://www.obermayer.com/capabilities/practices/family-law/domestic-abuse/
https://www.obermayer.com/capabilities/practices/labor-employment/employment-litigation/
https://www.obermayer.com/capabilities/industries/local-governments-municipal-authorities/
https://www.obermayer.com/capabilities/practices/family-law/mediation/
https://www.obermayer.com/capabilities/practices/litigation/transparency-and-public-data/
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